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Park ‘n’ Play!
Nestled in the Victorian port city of Manistee, 
Little River Casino Resort is one of Michigan’s 
premier entertainment destinations. Our spacious 
luxury RV Park features 45 full service sites and 
50 ecomomy sites, which offer the perfect
way to relax after a road trip. We have three 
delightful restaurants to suit any taste, or budget. 
And you can try to fill ‘er up with cash on one
of over 1,500 slots and a variety of table games!
Come play and stay with us, make your reservations
now at 1-888-568-2244. More excitement, 
more adventure, more things to see and do… 
Little River is truly more fun than ever!
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Have a Nice Day! 

WhiteTail Realty
Located in Downtown Lake City

231-839-8142 •  877-212-1405

www.LakeCityMiRealEstate.com
101 S. Main St., Lake City

Falling in Love
      with Northern Michigan?

Come see us for cabins, 
cottages & recreational properties!Rick Lantz

Carolyn Lantz

Jeff Marion

FALL/WINTER FESTIVITIES
ALDEN

Oct 6 – 7 • Alden Heritage Days

BELLAIRE
Fridays • Antrim County Farmer‘s Market & Senior’s Yard Sale
Oct. 31 • Halloween in Bellaire
Nov 3 • 30th Annual Holiday Gift Fair at BHS
Dec 16 • Antrim County Community Choir Cantata

BEULAH
Oct 6-7 • Fall Fest Events

CADILLAC
Sept 22 • Maple Hill Cemetery Tours
Oct 13 • Local Artist Day -  
Oct 13 •Steam Engine Color Tour
Oct 24 • Moonlight Madness 
Nov 10 • 35th Annual Viking Band Booster Hobby & Craft Show 
Nov 13 • Resale Runway Fashion Show • Cadillac High School
Nov 23-24 • Storybook Christmas
Dec 1•  Holiday Home Tour

EMPIRE
Oct 13 • Empire Heritage Days
November 24 • Empire Artisan Market Place Empire 

EVART
Oct 31 • Main Street Monster Mash

FRANKFORT
Oct 13 • Fall Festival in Frankfort
Nov 24 • Frankfort Community Tree Lighting
Nov 24 • Holly Berry Arts & Crafts Fair

GLEN ARBOR
November 23 • Pajama Party, Glen Arbor Tree Lighting & Carols
November 24 • Holiday Market Place

HARRIETTA
Nov 10 • Dog Sled Races • Lost Pine Lodge

KINGSLEY
Oct 5-28 • Fridays and Saturdays • Ghost Farmt

LELAND
Oct 5 & 6 • Fiber Festival – Leland Old Art Building
Oct 23  •PJ Party & Sale “Where the Holidays Begin”
Oct 27 • Leland Fall Frenzy
Oct 1-31 • Gill’s Pier Corn Maze • Gill’s Pier Vineyard& Winery
December 1 • Merry Marketplace
November 16 & 17 • Vintage Cottage Holiday Market • Black Star Farms

MANTON
Oct 20 • Save The Mill Antique Auction
Oct 22 • Kick off to the Holidays Craft Show

MANISTEE 
Oct 18 • “PAINT THE TOWN PINK” Ribbon Walk
Dec 6-9 • Manistee’s 24th Parade and Old Christmas Weekend

REED CITY
Oct 13 • Reed City Rodeo • 7pm

SUTTONS BAY
Dec 7 & 8 • Suttons Bay Holiday Festival Weekend 

TRAVERSE CITY
Sep 14 - Oct 28 • Jacob’s Corn Maze
Oct 27 • Zombie Run
Nov 3 • Iceman Cometh Challenge
Nov 30 • Santa’s Arrival, Tree Lighting, Holiday Open House
Dec 15 - Jan 1 • Festival of Trains



Camping the Michigan Winter

Such is the mantra of many a 
hearty soul who, for the sheer 
love of camping and the great 
outdoors, braves the worst of 
the cold weather that Mother 
Nature can dish out in Michi-
gan. While today’s RVs have 
many amenities to provide 
camping comfort in less-than-
ideal weather conditions, and 
accessories are available at a cost to help with that 
process, there is a point when it becomes impracti-
cal to continue camping in Northern Michigan. As 
a result, we begin to see “flocks” of our snowbird 
camping friends head south for the winter – some 
who skedaddle at the first hint of cool weather or 
a snowflake, and some who brave the elements a 
little longer to enjoy fall colors, salmon fishing, or 
deer hunting season before departing for more 
pleasant climes.

Many snowbirds, as with our feathered friends, 
have specific destinations where they spend their win-
ter RVing days soaking up the sunshine and enjoying 
activities that have nothing to do with snow shovels. 
The desert southwest, the U.S. coast along the Gulf 
of Mexico, and the sunny southeast are favorite win-
tering places for full-time, year-round campers.

But there’s a different kind of snowbird amongst 
our camping brethren: the snowbird who, like the 
black-capped chickadees or the cardinals we see 
at our feeders during all four seasons, weather the 
cold and snowy Northern Michigan winter weath-
er, continuing to camp in their RVs during that 
fourth and most daunting season.

These hearty folks intrigue me. I love winter in 
Northern Michigan. And when it comes to camp-
ing, there are times when I would prefer to battle 
sub-freezing temperatures than mosquitoes and 
crowds of people. As Mike and I make our own 
first foray into cold weather RVing, we’ve taken 
ample notes and made thorough preparations. 
However, just as it was when we first tent camped 
in Michigan in January, there’s nothing like actu-
ally doing it to learn the ins and outs, the dos and 
don’ts.

Rockford residents Michelle and Kevin VanDe-
Velde and their golden retriever, Tucker, like to 
travel to Northern Michigan as often as possible 
to camp in their well-equipped Glendale 29’ fifth 
wheel, which they leave parked at Twin Oaks 
Campground near Wellston. 

“We live for Fridays!” Michelle told me. And that 
includes in the wintertime. Although the VanDe-
Veldes don’t camp nearly as much in the winter 
as they do in the summer, they approach winter 
camping with the same enthusiasm and just a bit 
more preparation.

by Susan Lovelace

True Snowbirds (or Snowdogs?)

Camping the Michigan Winter

Hot coffee and 
cold winter mornings 

are two of the best 
soul mates who ever did 

find each other. 
~  Terri Guillemets
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Four SeaSon CampgroundS/ 
reSortS in northern miChigan

Beaver Trail Campground, West Branch 
989-345-7745 • beavertrailcampground.com

Cheboygan State Park, Benton Township 
231-627-2811 • cheboyganstatepark.com

Sandyoak RV Resort, Houghton Lake 
989 366-7308 • sandyoak.homestead.com

Sno-Trac Village Campground Resort, Grayling 
989-348-9494 • snotrac.com

Timber Ridge Resort, Traverse City 
231-947-2770 • timberridgeresort.net

Twin Oaks Campground & Cabins, Wellston 
877-442-3102 • twinoakscamping.com

Vacation Trailer Park, Benzonia 
231-882-5101 • vacationtrailer.com

When I asked 
her about her 
winter camping 
experiences, she 
told me about the 
grimmest real-
ity and how she 
and Kevin deal 
with it. “Winter 
weather camping 
means no run-
ning water!  So 
in order to wash 
up or shower we 
have to go to The 
Lodge (Twin 
Oaks’ bathhouse, rec room, and laundry facility).” 
They bring jugs of water for drinking, and they use 
paper plates as often as possible to cut down on 
dishwashing. Their microwave also gets a lot of use.

Those are small sacrifices, it seems, when you 
consider the unique beauty of the winter camping 
experience that one can enjoy in Northern Michi-
gan. “[Winter camping] is definitely a lot different 
than warm weather camping, but I must say it is 
amazingly beautiful when the snow falls and it is 
still with no wind,” Michelle shared.

How do the VanDeVeldes prepare their rig for 
winter? “We winterize it by blowing the water lines 
out and filling them with antifreeze and rolling 
the awning up.  That’s it.  Very simple,” they told 
me. If you have questions about preparing your 
own rig for winter, contact a local dealership’s 
service department.

Winter campers in Northern Michigan have 
a multitude of recreational opportunities from 
which to choose. One of the most popular, of 
course, is snowmobiling. With hundreds of miles 
of groomed trails in this part of the State, droves 
of travelers flock north to enjoy this sport. The 
VanDeVeldes count snowmobiling amongst their 
favorite winter recreation activities, too. Michelle 
told me how at first she marveled at the popular-
ity of the sport, saying, “The local restaurants’ 
parking lots are full of sleds instead of cars!” And 
having your own RV as a home base to return to 
at the end of a long day of sledding adds a more 
personal element to your recreational experience.

Ice fishing, snowshoeing, and cross country and 
downhill skiing also draw vacationers to our beauti-
ful northern winters. What better way to enjoy those 
activities than from the familiarity and comfort of 
your own RV? It’s your home away from home, your 
cottage on wheels; and it is uniquely yours.

So why not pick a spot at one of the nice four-sea-
son campgrounds in Northern Michigan, park your 
RV, and enjoy the weather and recreation in a whole 
new season? It might just give you a new apprecia-
tion for winter and all of its pristine beauty! 
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CadillaC
8645 E. 34 Rd.  •  231-775-2166

Gaylord
1397 W. Main St.  •  989-448-8300

TRavERSE CiTy
101 US Hwy. 31 South  •  231-943-7300

876 Munson ave.  •  231-421-9004
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Shown: 2-Scoop Turtle Sundae
Based on purchase at regular menu price. Please no substitutions. Not valid with any other offer.  

Value 1/200 cent. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants.  
Expires 12/31/12. Valid only at Culver’s of Traverse City, Gaylord & Cadillac.

BUY 1 GET 1  
FREE
Any 2 Scoop Sundae

BUY 1 GET 1  
FREE

Any Medium  
Concrete Mixer

Shown: Medium Cookie Dough Concrete Mixer
Based on purchase at regular menu price. Please no substitutions. Not valid with any other offer. Value 

1/200 cent. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants.  
Expires 12/31/12. Valid only at Culver’s of Traverse City, Gaylord & Cadillac.

 BUY 1 GET 1  
FREE
The Culver’s® Double 
Deluxe Value Basket

Shown: The Culver’s® Double Deluxe Value Basket
Based on purchase at regular menu price. All Value Baskets include designated sandwich, regular Crinkle Cut fries  

and medium soft drink. Please no substitutions. Not valid with any other offer. Coupon not valid with SnackPak  
meals. Value 1/200 cent. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants.  

Expires 12/31/12. Valid only at Culver’s of Traverse City, Gaylord & Cadillac.

 BUY 1 GET 1  
FREE

 Double ButterBurger®  
Cheese Value Basket

Shown: Double ButterBurger® Cheese Value Basket
Based on purchase at regular menu price. All Value Baskets include designated sandwich, regular Crinkle Cut fries  

and medium soft drink. Please no substitutions. Not valid with any other offer. Coupon not valid with SnackPak  
meals. Value 1/200 cent. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants.  

Expires 12/31/12. Valid only at Culver’s of Traverse City, Gaylord & Cadillac.

Camper’s

Gadget

Toasty Tooties
We all know that if your family starts 
to get cold the mood can turn from, 
“This is really fun,” to “I want to go 
home.” One thing that can turn 
that mood fast is cold feet.

One of the best gadgets 
for a situation like this is 
the electric sock. While they have been around 
for a long time, there are many improvements 
that not only make them easier to use but also 
more affordable.

There are different makes and styles but most 
operate off the same principle – using batteries 
to generate heat from wire through the sock. 
When you start shopping for the socks consider 
how you will be using them. Would you prefer 
to have the battery pack on the top of the sock 
or clipped up on your belt? Do you need a sock 
that comes higher up your shin or just over 
your ankle? Another consideration is the care of 
the socks as most will need to be hand washed.

Most use a “D” battery and can last up to six 
hours, that can be just long enough to get your 
toes warm in the tent or camper after a fun day 
out and about. It is good to carry spares de-
pending on how many days you plan to be out.

Electric socks can cost between $20 to as high 
as $75. You can find them on-line as well as in 
sporting goods stores. When using the on-line 
shopping, you can find user reviews that can 
help in making your decision.

When it comes to your family’s comfort and 
keeping your feet warm, is there ever too high a 
price to pay?
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PUzzLED?
ACROSS

DOWN
1. List of options
2. Assist in crime
3. Misplaced
4. Betrothed
5. High regard
6. A lyric poet
7. Egg cells
8. Not short
9. Backside
10. Daisy like bloom
11. Future fungus
12. unit of gold purity
13. Pizazz
19. Absurd

1. French Sudan
5. African virus
10. Requests
14. Black, in poetry
15. Enjoy
16. Petty quarrel
17. Where a bird lives
18. Ephemeral
20. Spoke
22. High ranking officer
23. Born as
24. Mountain crest
25. Faculty member
32. Ranted
33. Sad song
34. Big wine holder
37. Stepped
38. Seaweed
39. 5280 feet
40. Stitch
41. Perspiration
42. Type of antelope
43. Of this earth
45. Tablet
49. Hog
50. Flag-waver
53. Wither
57. Number of people present
59. Roman emperor
60. Orange pekoe
61. Gloomy, in poetry
62. At the peak of
63. Makes a mistake
64. Shop
65. Fail to win

21. Marsh plant
25. The products of human creativity
26. Concern
27. Affirm
28. Lazybones
29. Stogie
30. Angry
31. How old you are
34. 8 in Roman numerals
35. Aquatic plant
36. Blue-green
38. Reverence
39. Just barely adequate
41. Mug

42. Blend
44. Orb
45. Sudden burst
46. Not earlier
47. Fragrant oil
48. Amount of hair
51. Probabilities
52. Sourish
53. Stigma
54. Quash
55. God of love
56. Easy gait
58. Prefix meaning “Modern”
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Cookin’

Campers

• 1 lb. boneless chicken cut into small pieces
• 1/2 bag carrots, cut into bite-size pieces
• 1 large onion, chopped
• 6 stalks celery, chopped
• 6 medium potatoes, cut into bite-size pieces
• 1 cup water
• 1 tsp. oil
• 2 cans (10¾ oz. each) cream of chicken soup  
• 1 can biscuits (or mix 2 cups Bisquick mix)
Place Dutch oven on hot coals; add oil, then chicken. 
Cook until slightly browned. Add onion, celery, 
carrots, potatoes, and cup of water. Cover and 
simmer 15 minutes. Add soup and enough additional 
water to bring mixture to the consistency of gravy. 
Cover and simmer an additional 15 minutes or until 
vegetables are tender. Add biscuits to top of mixture; 
cook covered 20-25 minutes. (Bisquick dropped by 
spoonful can be used in place of biscuits.)

~ Submitted by Renee Fehr, Iron Mountain

ChiCken & DuMPlings

• 1 large onion, chopped
• 1 large carrot, shredded
• 1 medium stalk celery, chopped
• 2 tablespoons butter
• 1/2 cup all-purpose flour
• 8 cups chicken broth
• 3 cups cooked wild rice
• 6 oz. boneless skinless chicken breasts, cubed
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 teaspoon black pepper
• 1 cup evaporated milk
• 1/4 cup fresh chives snipped
In 2 T. melted butter, sauté onion, celery, and carrot 
until tender. Add broth and broccoli; cover and 
simmer about 10 minutes or until broccoli is tender. 
Puree soup in pot with immersion blender.
In separate saucepan, melt remaining 4 T. butter. Stir 
in flour. Gradually add milk and stir over low heat 
until mixture is thickened and bubbly. Add mixture 
to puree; mix well and season with salt and pepper.

~ Submitted by Laura Gervenack, Spring Lake

CReaM oF ChiCken & WilD RiCe souP

• 1 pkg. yellow cake mix (save 1 cup for topping)
• 1/2 cup melted margarine
• 1 egg
Combine ingredients and press into greased 9x13 pan.
• 3 cups fresh pumpkin (or 1, 14 oz. can pie mix)
• 2 eggs
• 2/3 cup milk
Mix ingredients until smooth. Pour over cake.
• 1 cup cake mix
• 1/4 cup sugar
• 1/4 cup margarine, softened
• 1 tsp. cinnamon
• 2/3 cup milk
Combine and sprinkle over filling. Bake 45-50 minutes 
at 350. Top with whipped cream.

~ Submitted by Evie Smith, Waterford

PuMPkin Pie/Cake

• 20 crushed crackers
• 1 cup cooked rice
• 1-1/2 lb. hamburger
• 1/2 onion, chopped
• 3/4 cup tomato juice
• 1/2 cup water
• 1 pkg. taco seasoning
• 2 c. lettuce
• 1/4 cup olives
• 1/2 medium tomato, diced
• 1/4 cup oleo
• 1/4 cup flour
• 2 cup milk
• 1/2 lb. American cheese
• 2 cup shredded cheese
Put crackers in 9x13 pan, top with rice. Cook 
hamburger and onion, drain off juice, add tomato 
juice, water and seasoning. Simmer for 15 minutes. 
Spoon over rice. Put lettuce and tomato on top. In 
sauce pan melt butter, stir in flour until smooth, add 
milk, bring to a boil, cook and stir for 2 minutes. Add 
cheese, stir until melted. Pour over tomatoes. Top 
with shredded cheese and olives.

~ Submitted by Lou Hoover, Dublin

haY sTaCk suPPeR



Over 50 varieties 
of delicious 

home cured jerky, 
made from our 

own secret recipe 
since 1975!

Monday-Saturdays • 9 AM - 7 PM
Sundays • 9 AM - 6 PM

Rated 18th Best Detour in U.S. by Esquire Magazine

18372 Hoxeyville Rd., Wellston  •  231-859-4121  •  dublinstore.com
Facebook.com/DublinStoreJerkyPlace

• Full Grocery
• Hardware Store
• Beer, Wine, Liquor
• Bakery, Deli, Lottery

77th Anniversary  1935 ~ 2012

On Lake St., North of Library • 231-775-6310

Tuesdays & Fridays
8 a.m ~ 4:30 p.m.Cadillac

Accepting Bridge Cards ~ Hopefully Next Season! 
(Thanks for your patience.)

OPEN UNTIL OCTOBER 30
Apples  •  Pumpkins  •  Squash  •  Potatoes 
Honey (?)  •  Lamb  •  Beef  •  Fall Veggies

Boon Grocery
562 Haskins • Boon, MI 49618 • 231-775-7988

Groceries, Beer, Wine, Liquor
Hunting & Fishing License

$2 Off One Pound 
of Cheese!

1 Coupon per Customer 
Expires 12/31/12

Specialty 
Cheese & Jerky 
& Smilin’ Faces 
In Beautiful 
Downtown 

Boon

• 2 T. butter
• ¼ c. minced onions
• 4 T. flour
• 1 c. milk
• 1 tsp. dried parsley
• ¼ tsp. ground nutmeg
• 1 ½ c. seasoned bread crumbs, divided
• Salt and pepper to taste
• 2 c. minced fully cooked ham
• 1 egg, beaten
• 1 T. water
• Cooking oil
Sauté onion in melted butter. Stir in flour; gradually 
add milk and cook until thickened. Stir in parsley, 
nutmeg, ½ cup bread crumbs, salt, pepper, and ham. 
Mix thoroughly; heat through. Refrigerate mixture 
until chilled through, at least one hour. Shape into 1 
½” balls or small logs ¾” thick by 2-3” long.
Combine egg and water. Roll shaped croquettes in 
remaining bread crumbs, dip in egg mixture, then 
roll in bread crumbs again. Refrigerate for at least 
two hours before frying, or freeze for later use.
To prepare, fry croquettes in hot oil for several 
minutes, turning occasionally to brown on all sides. 
Drain on paper towels. Serve with cheese sauce. 
Four to six servings.

CHEESE SAuCE
• 1 T. butter
• 2 T. flour
• 1 c. milk
• 1 tsp. prepared mustard
• Salt and pepper to taste
• ¾ c. shredded sharp cheddar cheese
Melt butter; stir in flour. Gradually add milk; cook 
and stir until thickened. Stir in mustard and cheese 
until cheese is melted. Serve over croquettes.

~ Submitted by Susan Lovelace, Manton

haM CRoqueTTes

• Popcorn
• Oil
• Heavy-duty aluminum foil
• Stick
In the middle of a large piece of foil (18” x 18”), 
place one teaspoon oil and one tablespoon popcorn. 
Bring foil corners together to make pouch. Secure 
edges of foil, but leave plenty of room for popcorn 
to pop. Tie the pouch to a stick, and hold the pouch 
over hot coals. Shake constantly until all the popcorn 
has popped. Add butter and salt to taste.

~ Submitted by Renee Fehr, Iron Mountain

hoBo PoPCoRn



Northern Waters by Otis Bailey

In this month’s History Corner we 
talk a little about the US Coast Guard
and some of what they do for us – icebreaking, 
patrols, and buoy tending. There is however another 
facet of their work that many are unfamiliar with: 
Lightships. No, we didn’t make a typo—there really 
are lightships.

The lightships were an essential part of maintain-
ing safe navigation 
along the coasts and 
also the Great Lakes. 
Lightships were used 
where lighthouses 
couldn’t be built. The 
lightship would be 
moored (anchored) 
over a treacherous 
reef or in a narrow 
channel. Lightships 
had been used suc-
cessfully in Europe 
for years before 
the United States 
employed them. 
Between 1820 and 
1952 there were 179 
lightships built in the 
U.S. There were 116 
lightship stations estab-
lished along the east, 
west and gulf coasts as 
well as the Great Lakes.

Lightship No. 103, 
also known as the Hu-
ron Lightship, is the sole 
surviving Great Lakes 
lightship. It was de-
signed specifically for operations on the big lakes and 
served as a relief lightship until finally being stationed 
at the Lake Huron lightship station in Port Huron.

The Huron was commissioned in May of 1920 
when she was only 75 percent complete and it wasn’t 
until December of that year that she underwent sea 
trials and was conditionally accepted into the Light-
house Service. At a total cost of $147,500, she was 
officially ready for duty by the spring of 1921.

Lightships had a crew of up to ten men that 
worked seven days on and then got four days off. 

Since the lightship had to remain at their position, 
the men would leave the boat using a small skiff to 
get ashore for time off. The lightships displayed a 
light at the top of their mast and were also equip-
ment with sound making devices for those times 
when the fog rolled in. Theses devices ranged from 
bells and whistles to actual fog horns powered by 
steam engines, and later, air compressors. The Huron 

Lightship was affec-
tionately nicknamed 
“Old BO” because 
of her fog signal 
that sounded a 3 
second blast every 
30 seconds.

The Huron was 
one of the 96-Foot 
Class Lightships; she 
had a length of 96.5 
feet with a 24 foot 
beam. Her draft was 
10 feet and she had 
a displacement of 
335 tons. The Hu-
ron was powered by 
a single General Mo-
tors diesel engine 
producing 340 hp 

and she had a cruising 
speed of 10.35 mph 
or 9 knots. (Note: On 
the Great Lakes, it is 
customary to use mph 
and miles instead of 
knots and nautical 
miles.)

For most of the 
Huron’s career she was 

stationed about six miles north of Port Huron on a 
sandy shoal named Corsica Shoal. She was retired in 
August of 1970 after operating on the Great Lakes 
for over 50 years. Her place on the lake was replaced 
with a lighted buoy and she was decommissioned in 
Detroit on August 25, 1972. She now resides in Pine 
Grove Park in Port Huron. She has the distinction 
of being listed as a National Historic Landmark, on 
the National Register of Historic Places and also the 
State Historic Register. 
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Sudoku (Page 6)

Crossword (Page 7)

UNPUzzLER

108 N. Mitchell ~ Downtown Cadillac

231-775-8200
• Free Local Delivery Service Available

• All Major Insurance Carriers Accepted

• Hassle Free Prescription Transfer

We are the Campers Pharmacy Away From Home!

25% Off Gifts
Cadillac Souvenirs

M A N I  S T E E   R I  V E R

CHIPPEWA LANDING
Oak Grove

CAMP
GROUND

Full AMENITIES
TO RuSTIc
chippewalanding.com

Between Traverse city & cadil lac
Off uS-131  •   231-824-3627
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The Christmas Tree Ship
The US Coast Guard Cutter 
Mackinaw is a heavy icebreaker
built for operations on the Great Lakes. She 
is considered by many to be the pride of the 
big lakes. In addition to icebreaking opera-
tions she performs other services such as 
buoy tending, search and rescue operations, 
law enforcement and environmental clean-
up. There is however another function the 
Mackinaw serves: that of the Christmas Ship.

Every year, the Mackinaw and the Chi-
cago boating community participate in 
the reenactment of the final voyage of the 
Rouse Simmons, the original Christmas 
Tree Ship. This year the main event will 
take place on Saturday, December 1, at 10 
a.m. Christmas trees will be off-loaded from 
the Mackinaw by local volunteers and made 
available to deserving families throughout 
the Chicago area.

So how did all this get started? The story 
of the Christmas Tree Ship is really the story 
of a family business, specifically the story of 
Captain Herman Scheunemann and the last 
ship he commanded, the Rouse Simmons.

Sometime around 1885, two brothers, Au-
gust and Herman Scheunemann, 
moved to the Chicago area in the 
hopes of making their fortune. 
While the brothers were both 
good businessman they also be-
came good sailors. As such, a good 
portion of their income was made 
selling Christmas trees between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. In 
November of 1898, August took his 
ship to Sturgeon Bay Wisconsin and 
purchased over 3,000 trees to take 
back to and sell in Chicago. On 
November 9, he departed Sturgeon 
Bay with his three crewmembers 
aboard the S. Thal and set out for 
Chicago’s harbor. A few days into 
the trip his ship was caught in a ter-
rible storm off the coast of Illinois; 

there were no survivors. Some historians 
wonder why Herman did not sail with 
him. It is believed that since Herman’s 
wife had just given birth to twin daugh-
ters he felt he could not be away.

While saddened by the loss of his 
brother, Herman continued the family 
business and began sailing further and 
further north in pursuit of higher quality 
trees at a lower price. This did have its 
own cost; by traveling further north on 
the lakes he and his crew encountered 
unpredictable weather. Herman lost one 
ship and nearly lost another that influ-
enced him to buy bigger ships. With his 
larger ships, the largest being 130 feet long with a 
26-foot beam, he ventured as far north as Sault Ste. 
Marie (the Soo) to purchase trees. Being the business-
man he was, Herman soon hired his own crew to cut 
and prepare the trees. In 1910, he established the 
“Northern Michigan Evergreen Nursery” and began 
selling his trees directly off the deck of his ship at 
Clark Street Bridge in Chicago.

The Schenemann family was making a decent living 
from the Christmas tree business using the big lake as 
an economical way to transport their trees for almost 
three decades. As railroads and highway systems 

by Otis Bailey
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expanded and improved, this became a more efficient 
way to move goods throughout the Midwest, Christ-
mas trees included. The old wooden sailing ships were 
becoming obsolete.

Most of the ships in Chicago sold their trees right 
from the decks while tied up in their berths along the 
Clark Street docks; the Rouse Simmons was no excep-
tion. The ships would string electric lights from stem 
to stern and allow customers to come right onboard to 
select their tree. Many of the ships also sold wreaths, 
garlands and other holiday decorations.

It is not clear when but at some point, the local Chi-
cago newspapers began calling Schenemann “Captain 
Santa” in reverence for his generosity in helping many 
of the city’s needy families. By 1911, Herman owned a 
ship that could carry as many as 5,000 trees stored in 
its cargo hold and lashed down to its deck. The ship 
was named the Rouse Simmons.

Hauling this many trees especially with some on 
deck proved risky late in the year on the big lakes. The 
trees would get wet and could ice over, adding addi-
tional weight to the cargo. Part of maintaining ships 
of this era was to re-caulk the wooden structures every 
year, trying to keep them watertight. Scheunemann 
did re-caulk the Rouse Simmons in 1911, but failed to 
do so before the 1912 sailing season. This would prove 
to be fatal as the Rouse Simmons was last seen some 
time on November 23, 1912, between Kewaunee and 
Two Rivers Wisconsin. Captain Herman Schenemann 
and his crew of 16 were lost.

Following the tragedy of the Rouse Simmons, Her-
man’s wife, Barbara, and twin daughters continued 

the family's Christmas tree business. 
Newspaper accounts suggest that they 
used schooners for several more years to 
bring trees to Chicago. Later, the women 
brought the evergreen trees to Chicago 
by train and then sold them from the 
deck of a docked schooner. After Bar-
bara's death in 1933, the daughters sold 
trees from the family's lot for a few years.

The people of Chicago held on to the 
memories of the Schuenemann family 
bringing Christmas tress to the city for 
over 20 years. Then in 1934, during the 
Great Depression, three women opened 
a store on Chicago’s north side. The 
sign on the storefront read, “Captain 
and Mrs. Scheunemann’s Daughters.” 
For many people, passing by the sign 
brought back fond memories during a 
time of hardship. People would visit the 

store and share stories of when they were kids waiting 
on the docks for the Christmas trees. Unfortunately, 
1934 was the only year the daughters had their shop. 
It closed the next year most likely due to the economic 
situation of the era.

Today the legend of Captain Santa (Schuenemann) 
and the Christmas Tree Ship holds the attention of 
many people; children in particular seem to be fasci-
nated by the story. Each year in early December, the 
US Coast Guard Cutter Mackinaw helps commemo-
rate the tradition and generous efforts of this family 
by recreating the last voyage of the Rouse Simmons. 
The Mackinaw hauls a load of Christmas trees from 
northern Michigan to the docks of Chicago for distri-
bution to Chicago’s disadvantaged. 

 usCgC Mackinaw Rouse simmons

Type –  Type – 
Heavy Icebreaker  Schooner, Wood, 
 3 Mast

Length – 240’ Length – 125.5’

Beam – 58.5’ Beam – 27.6’

Draft – 16’ Draft – 8’

Displacement –  Displacement – 
3500 tons  205 tons

siDe BY siDe
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Paper Birch ~ Canoe Birch
While enjoying the brilliant reds and oranges 

of autumn, you may find yourself surprised 
by a sudden burst of yellow. The Paper Birch, 
also known as the Canoe Birch, puts on bright 
colors in the spring as well, with the brightest 
green leaves.

Folklore
Native American stories tell of how the birch 

tree will protect and benefit the human race. 
The legend of Wiigwaas, a boy who was very 
helpful to his parents and his tribe, tells how 
the Paper Birch tree came to be. After Wiig-
waas died in battle and was buried, a white tree 
grew at his grave, a tree whose bark was water-
proof and useful for making shelter, canoes, 
containers for food and water, and more. (an-
ishinaabemdaa.com/legend-2eng.htm)

Birch ~ Healing, Sap, & Beer!
The leaves and bark have medicinal prop-

erties, used for diuretic, detoxifying, anti-
rheumatic, astringent, and to reduce fever. The 
Birch trees can be tapped like Maple trees for 
their sap. Birch beer, both the soda pop and 
the actual beer, can be made from the sap. Deer, 
porcupines, and other wildlife use the Birch for a 
food source during hard winters.

The Bark (of the tree, not the dog)
The paper-like bark has been used through time 

as paper to write on and canvas for art. Taking 
the bark off a living tree from around the whole 
trunk, or girdling the tree, is harmful and should 
never be done. It is better to take bark from trees 
or branches that have already fallen, and the best 
time to gather 
bark is in the 
spring. Birch bark 
is also excellent 
tinder for start-
ing fires. It burns 
even when wet!.

 Vegetation Station
by Linette Martin
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“Where We Never Trust A Skinny Cook”
(231) 824-3600 ▪ On Old US 131, Downtown Manton 

Open 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily 

Visit The Merry Inn  
for a delicious  

family-style meal!

Bostic�’s Drug StoreBostic�’s Drug Store•117 W. Main St.  ♦  Manton, MI 49663
Phone (231) 824-6465  ♦  Fax (231) 824-6466

bosticksdrugstore@yahoo.com

♦ Emergency After Hours Service
♦ Free Deliveries
♦ Gift Cards

New Ownership

Mike Moffit
Pharmacist

Quality Hometown Care for a Healthier You!

• Farm Fresh Salads
Made When You’re Ready, Not Ready Made

• Breakfast All Day
• Great Kids’ Meals

Entire Menu
Available

For Carryout

Open
7 Days

A Week

Home Cooking Away From Home
In Cadillac and Traverse City!

(231) 775-8017  •  Cadillac
1931 N. Mitchell (Corner of Boon Rd. & Bus. 131)

(231) 938-1005  •  Traverse City
964 U.S. 31 (3 Miles South of GT Resort)

Plenty of RV Parking

319 N. Mitchell, Cadillac  •  231-468-2886  •  canfieldauto@hotmail.com

• RVs   • Motorhomes 
• Travel Trailers
Can’t bring it to us? 

Let us come to you for 
repairs and maintenance!

Canfield
Auto Center

12298 Barnes Park Rd., Eastport •  231-599-2712 • barnespark@antrimcounty.org

From camping to the beach~ 
breath taking views of 

Grand Traverse Bay await you!

Tasty Treat
Making It Great 

Since 1948!
• Downtown Lake City 

2 Blocks East of Campground

• Downtown McBain

• NEW LOCATION! 
Cadillac West ~ July 2012

Largest Cones 
In the North!

ALso GreAt FooD!
Mouth Watering Burgers

Chili Cheese Fries
Beer Batter Onion Rings

Popcorn Chicken
& Much More!
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got rocks?
Dogs. We used to 

say, “It’s all about 
the dogs,” when 
we were out on the 
boat or walking the 
beach. We still say it 
(because it is), but 
now it’s also about 
the rocks. The pub-
lisher (aka my wife), 
got hooked on 
rocks several years 

ago. I remember we had been walking the beaches 
for some time and she kept saying, “I haven’t found a 
Petoskey stone yet.” I would mumble, mostly to myself, 
“They are out there; we just have to look.”

It was the fall of 2007. The boat was out of the water 
and so we were exploring the Leelanau Peninsula, spe-
cifically Leelanau State Park and the shoreline of Cat-
head Bay. We had just gotten down to the beach and 
started to walk. Looking down we saw all these little 
red mesh bags filled with rocks. We thought manna 
from Heaven; the bags were filled with Petoskey stones!

Our biblical revelation was short-lived as we could 
see two people further down the beach. Like any good 
rock picker, they were collecting and leaving them for 
the return trip—no sense carrying them both ways. As 
we began our walk, we eventually met up with the two 
ladies who claimed keepers of the mesh bags. We be-
gan small talk about the nice day, the beautiful beach 
and then came the question, “What kind of rocks are 
you finding?”

One of the women, Colleen, lived nearby and walked 
often on the beach. She excitedly showed Kathy all the 
Petoskey stones she had in her little mesh bags. Feel-
ing a little defeated, Kathy commented that she hadn’t 
found one yet. Colleen took the time and explained to 
her how Petoskey stones were easy to find when wet, but 
also not hard to find when dry if you know what to look 
for. Colleen generously gave Kathy some of her pre-
cious finds and encouraged her to keep looking. She 
also shared a little trick; put a Petoskey stone in your 
pocket with two pennies and over time, it will polish 
naturally.

I think this was the beginning. From here on, Kathy 
started finding Petoskey stones everywhere—and I 
mean everywhere. She found them on the beach, along 
the trails we walked the dogs—even in parking lots. 
Soon, it wasn’t just Petoskey stones, but she/we were 
interested in the other cool rocks we were finding. 
There were red ones, blue ones, green ones and black 
ones. We were getting really excited and our loads were 
getting heavy. We needed to know more about what 
we were finding. This is when we 
searched out Kevin Gauthier of 
Korner Gem, soon to become 
“our rock guy.”

Kevin could see the enthusi-
asm Kathy had for rocks and her 
desire to know more.  He took the 
time to talk with both of us about 
the different minerals that the 
rocks are made of, the “secret” 
places to look, what to look for, and importantly (from 
my end) what we can do with them. Kevin graciously 
signed our copy of his book, “Lake Michigan Rock 
Picker’s Guide,” and we were on our way.

Since then we have found and collected so many cool 
rocks! We can truly appreciate the meaning of a “rock 
hound,” but remember one of the first things Kevin 
taught us, “The rocks are not ours, we are just their 
keepers.”

Because this stuck with us it’s not so scary to give the 
rocks away, just like Colleen did that day on Cathead 
beach. During a trip to Georgian Bay, Canada, we gave 
Petoskey stones as a sign of good will. The Canadians 
were just as intrigued by our Petoskeys as we were by 
their pink 
granite.

Part of 
the trip 
was also 
clearing 
customs 
on Drum-
mond 
Island. 
While driving around sightseeing, we had the oppor-
tunity to meet Mike Seaman, “the pudding stone guy.” 
He showed us his collection and told us areas to find 
stones on the island. Big surprise—next we were off 
looking for pudding stones.

When we found the area Mike told us about, Kathy 
hunted and I sat next to the water reflecting on a 
great trip. The next thing I hear is a call from down 
the beach, “How big of a rock can I bring back?” Now 
Kevin has this rock in his shop and since it’s bigger 

by Paul Salvatore

got rocks?
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Rock Hounds



than we can 
handle (at 
least for now), 
he’ll make 
some cool 
bookends.

A few years 
back we 
purchased a 
tumbler and 
began polish-

ing the rocks. Then we bought an even bigger tumbler 
and are polishing even more rocks. It’s kind of a winter 
hobby; find them in the summer, polish in the winter. 
We check on them each Sunday and it’s one of the best 
parts of the day.

We’ve also met some other “gems” along the way: 
Bruce Mueller, co-author with Kevin and owner of C&M 
Rock Shop in Honor. He has a book on 
tumbling and we know a few of our friends 
have already been by his shop. Another 
who shares their passion of rocks in the 
Leelanua peninsula is the Collins family. 
We’re sad to say the dad, Marshall, passed 
away this year, but his wife Mary and son 
Hubert along with many friends and family 
(he probably had as many as he had rocks) 
will keep his memory precious. You can find 
their shops in Northport and Leland.

Now Kathy is passing on the knowledge, 
tricks and skills she has been so graciously 
given from others. I swear she is the prover-
bial Pied Piper of rocks! This past summer, 
three groups of our friends have purchased 
rock tumblers and are hunting for rocks. I 

can still 
see Kathy 
with two 
of our 
friends on 
a beach, 
all walk-
ing with 
heads 
down 
until 

someone would bend over to pick up their 
treasure and put it in their mesh bag.

It is so much fun to see the excitement 
and enthusiasm of our rock hound friends. 
Much like Kathy was with Colleen at Cat-
head Bay and with Kevin at Korner Gem, 
Kathy still shows the excitement and enthu-
siasm when she finds that perfect rock.

The credit of what we know about the rocks truly 
belongs with the fabulous people we have met over 
the years that are willing, and eager, to share their 
knowledge. We are just following in their footsteps and 
continuing to pass it on. 



Named by early 
French explorers, 
the Riviere Aux 
Bec Scies (River of 
Sawbill Ducks), or 
Betsie River, gurgles 
softly as it meanders 
its way through Benzie 
County on its way to 
Lake Michigan as it has 
done for untold cen-
turies. Nestled on its 
banks just south of the 
village of Benzonia, 
Vacation Trailer Park 
is a full-service destina-
tion campground that 
highlights all of the 
beauty and recreation-
al possibilities offered 
by the Betsie.

Vacation Trailer 
Park’s unique location 
boasts extensive front-
age on the Betsie River 
with a pair of peninsu-
las that project them-
selves into the winding, 
scenic river. Riverfront 
campsites are numer-
ous, and right outside 
their camper doors 
guests enjoy kayaking 
and canoeing, as well as some of the finest trout and 
salmon fishing found anywhere.

Married for 50 years, hosts Betty and Bill Workman 
have been at the helm of Vacation Trailer Park, which 
was built by Bill’s dad, for 38 of its 44 years of exis-
tence. They’ll tell you that it’s continuous change that 
keeps things interesting. Spring is steelhead season, 
leading into the summertime family camping season 
for which they’ve noted a resurgence in tents, pop-ups, 
and smaller campers. “Fall elicits a whole different 
crowd,” Betty told me. Autumn brings salmon fishing 
season, and, as Betty said, “Fall fishing is what put Vaca-
tion Trailer Park on the map.”

Indeed, they are. The camp store, besides providing 
goodies for camping, is a full-line sporting goods store 
selling all manner of necessities and useful gadgets 

for your outdoor 
adventures. Vacation 
Trailer Sales is also a 
licensed agent of the 
Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, 
selling both fishing 
and hunting licenses. 

Seasoned camp-
ers themselves, the 
Workmans offer truly 
hands-on service to 
their guests. They and 
their capable staff are 
there to assist guests 
in any and all ways. 
“It’s all about cus-
tomer service,” Betty 
told me. “We try to be 
there in every way we 
can.”

Years ago, when 
Vacation Trailer Park 
began carrying acces-
sories, parts, and tools 
in the camp store so 
that they could bet-
ter serve those who 
were new to the joy 
of camping, as well 
as those experienced 
campers who had for-
gotten to bring a hose 

or needed to make an unexpected repair. The natural 
offshoot became RV sales, and the Workmans opened 
Vacation Trailer Sales just up the road on US-31. In 
addition to sales of both new and used units, they 
carry a complete line of supplies, and factory-trained 
and State-licensed technicians provide a wide range 
of services. Now with three licensed dealerships, built 
from the ground up, Vacation Trailer Sales is a leader 
in Northern Michigan RV sales and service. And when 
you buy a camper from them, you get a free weekend 
at Vacation Trailer Park. What better way to make that 
first jump into camping?

The River, of course, takes center stage at Vaca-
tion Trailer Park, Benzie County’s 2012 Business of 
the Year. “We are dedicated to camping and fishing,” 
Betty said. Open year round, Vacation Trailer Park has 

Camper’s Choice Vacation Trailer Park ~ Benzonia
by Susan Lovelace
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For your 5 issues of the 2012 Northern Camper, May through October, enclose this form and check for $15, 
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106 W. Mesick Ave., Mesick • 231-885-2314

$3 Lunches!  •  Daily Specials
Fresh Burgers  •  Family Friendly

      Pool & Darts
Monday  ~  2- 6 p.m.

$1.50 Can of Beer
Thursday  ~  3 -7 p.m.
$1.50 Domestics

Friday  ~  5 -9 p.m. 
$6.99 All You Can Eat 

Fish Fry

become a home away from home for many repeat visi-
tors, who come from all over the United States, some 
with up to three generations of one family within a 
camping group. As Betty said, “The family that camps 
together continues to camp together.” With all of 
the amenities that one could wish in a campground, 
including modern bathhouses, a fish cleaning station, 
wi-fi, a pair of camping cabins, and four nearly new 
RVs available for rent, Vacation Trailer Park truly has 
it all.

Strong bonds are built between the Workmans, 
their employees, and their guests. And it’s been a 
family affair. Son Doug and daughter Susan grew up 
helping out both at the Park and at home while Mom 
and Dad were running the show. This past summer 
the Workmans welcomed a grandchild, grandson 
Ryan, to their staff for the first time. These lasting 
relationships – amongst family, staff, and guests – are 
the heart and soul of Vacation Trailer Park.

So the next time you’re looking for a great North-
ern Michigan getaway, whether it be for fishing, kaya-
king, or just some R&R, pay a visit to Vacation Trailer 
Park. There you’re sure to find everything you could 
ever desire in a camping experience, and you just 
might develop a long-lasting relationship or two! 
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111 Wall Street, Manton • 231-824-6041

       Homemade Soups
Fresh Burgers  •  Family Friendly

       Pool & Darts

Monday  ~  3 -7 p.m.
$1.50 Domestics

Wednesday  ~  3 -7 p.m.
$1.50 Can Beer

Thursday  ~  5-8 p.m.
$7 Fajitas

Biggest Breakfast In the North!
(Editor’s Choice ~ Best Breakfast)

7 am – 3 pm  •  7 Days  •  Daily Specials

Locally Owned & Operated

231-839-4859
84 N. Morey Rd., Lake City
(1 Block North of M-55)

The Coffee Cup

WE
DELIVER!
Just 1 Block East

Missaukee County
Park Campground

(231) 839-1177
45 N. Morey Rd. • Lake City

Try Our Famous Lunch Buffet!



Antrim County
County
Barnes Park Campground • 231-599-2712 
12298 Barnes Park Rd., Eastport, MI 49627
Facilities: 76 sites (14 rustic), electric, sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, beach, Wi-Fi.  !, SEE PG. 15
State
Graves Crossing Forest Campground • 989-732-3541
Facilities: tents & small trailers/10 sites.  !
Pinney Bridge State Forest Campground • 989-732-3541
Facilities: tents/15 sites.  !
Private
Chain O’ Lakes Campground • 231-533-8432 
7231 South M-88 Hwy., Bellaire, MI 49615
Facilities: tents/15, RVs/55, cabins/12, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, pool, store, laundry, Wi-Fi, rec. room.  !,

Grand Traverse County
State
Arbutus No. 4 Rustic Camp • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/30, boat launch.  ![
Interlochen State Park • 231-276-9511 
M-137, Interlochen, MI 49643
Facilities: Duck Lake – electric/418, wheelchair accessible, 
reservations, beach, boat launch, store; Green Lake – rustic/58 
sites, teepee & tent rental/4 sites.  !,[
Lake Dubonnet State Camp • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/50, boat launch.  ![
Lake Dubonnet Trail Camp (Equestrian) • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/200 people, reservations.  !
Scheck’s Place State Forest Camp • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/30, boat launch.  ![
Scheck’s Place Trail Camp (Equestrian) • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic/200 people, reservations.  !
Traverse City State Park • 231-922-5270 
1132 US-31 North, Traverse City, MI 49686
Facilities: tents & RVs/343, cabins/2, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, beach.  !,
Private
Everflowing Waters Campground • 231-938-0933 
5481 Brackett Rd., Williamsburg, MI 49690
Facilities: RVs, tents, electric, water, reservations, wheelchair 
accessible.  !,
Oak Grove Campground • 231-313-0832 
11768 S. Union St., Fife Lake MI 49633
Facilities: tents & RVs/50, electric/30, water/30, sanitation, 
reservations, store, water sports.  !, SEE PAGE 11

Campground Directory Q
Ranch Rudolf • 231-947-9529 
6841 Brown Bridge Rd., Traverse City, MI 49686
Facilities: tents & RVs/25, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
pool, store, laundry, Wi-Fi, watersports, horseback riding.  !,
Timber Ridge RV & Recreation Resort • 231-947-2770 
4050 Hammond Rd., Traverse City, MI 49696
Facilities: RVs, cabins, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
pool, store, laundry, Wi-Fi, rec. room, tennis, pickleball, dog 
park.  !, SEE PAGE 24
Traverse Bay RV Resort • (231) 938-5800 
5555 M-72 East, Williamsburg, MI 49690
Facilities: RVs/217, electric, water, reservations, wheelchair 
accessible, pool, laundry, cable, Wi-Fi, rec. room.  ,
Traverse City KOA • 231-269-3203, 800-249-3203 
9700 S M-37, Buckley, MI 49620
Facilities: tents, RVs, cabins, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair access, pool, store, laundry, rec room, 
cable, Wi-Fi, jumping pillow.  !,

Lake County
State
Bray Creek State Forest Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/9, boat launch.  ![
Carrieville State Forest Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/31 sites.  !
Leverentz Lake State Forest Campground
Facilities: rustic/18 sites on Big Leverentz Lake, rustic/7 sites on 
Little Leverentz Lake; boat launch.  ![
Lincoln Bridge Rustic Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/9 sites.  !
Silver Creek Rustic Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/26 sites.  !
Private
Enchanted Acres Canoe & Campground • 231-266-5102  
9581 N. Brooks Rd., Irons, MI 49644
Facilities: tents, RVs, cabins, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
store, rec room, cable, free casino pkg., pet farm.  ![
Pere Marquette Campground • 231-898-3511  
11713 W. 40th St., Branch, MI 49402
Facilities: tents, RVs, cabins, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
store.  !,

Leelanau County
State
Leelanau State Park • 231-386-5422 
15310 N. Lighthouse Point Rd., Northport, MI 49670
Facilities: rustic/52, RVs/10, cabins/3, reservations, beach.  ![

(continued on page 22



Private
Indigo Bluffs RV Resort • 231-326-5050 
6760 W. Empire Hwy. (M-72), Empire, MI 49630
Facilities: RVs/145, cabins/2, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible, pool, camp store, laundry, 
Wi-fi, club house, playground, nearby beach and boat launch.  
,[
Lake Leelanau RV Park • 231-256-7236 
3101 Lakeshore Dr., Leelanau, MI 49653
Facilities: tent/4, RVs/196, cabins/1, electricity, water, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible, beach, boat launch, 
laundry, cable, Wi-Fi, rec. room, clubhouse.  !,[
Wild Cherry RV Resort • 231-271-5550 
8563 E. Horn Rd. • Lake Leelanau, MI 49653
Facilities: tents/10, RVs/50, cabins/1, electric, water, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible, rec. room, Wi-Fi.  !,

Manistee County
State
Healy Lake State Forest Campground • 231-922-5280
Facilities: rustic, 24 sites.  !
Orchard Beach State Park • 231-723-7422 
2064 N. Lakeshore Rd., Manistee, MI 49660
Facililities: 201 acres, tents, RVs, cabins, reservations.  !,
Tippy Dam • (231) 848-4880  
5200 Dillings Road, Bretheren, MI 49619
Facilities: rustic, 40 sites, boat launch.  ![
FeDeraL
Blacksmith Bayou Access Site • (231) 723-2211
Facilities: 6 sites.  !
Government Landing • (231) 723-2211
Facilities: 3 sites.  !
Pine Lake Campground • (231) 723-2211
Facilities: 12 sites.  !
Red Bridge River Access • (231) 723-2211
Facilities: 4 sites, boat launch.  ![
Private
Insta Launch Campground & Marina • 231-723-3901 
20 Park Ave., Manistee, MI 49660
Facilities: tents & RVs/127, cabins/10, electric/117, water/67, 
sanitation, reservations, wheelchair accessible, beach, boat 
launch, store, laundry, cable, Wi-Fi, rec room.  !,[
Little River Casino Resort • 866-572-4386 
2700 Orchard Hwy., Manistee, MI 49660
Facilities: RVs, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair access, pool, laundry, store, cable, Wi-Fi, rec room. 
, SEE PAGE 2

Twin Oaks RV Campground & Cabins • 231-848-4124 
233 Moss Road, Wellston, MI 49689 • 877-442-3102
Facilities: RVs/28, group camping/8, tents/24, cabins/4, 
electric/33, water/15, sanitation, reservations, store, laundry, rec 
room, Wi-Fi, playground, fish station, volleyball, horseshoes, 
open year around, Good Sam Park. 
!,

Mecosta County
Private
River Ridge RV Resort • 231-823-8338 
22265 8 Mile Rd., Stanwood, MI 49346
Facilities: RVs/226, rental trailors/5, electricity, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible, pool, boat launch, store, 
laundry, cable, Wi-Fi, rec. room.  ,[

Missaukee County
City
Maple Grove • 231-839-4429
Facilities: 32, electric, water, sanitation, reservations. !,
County
Ben D. Jeffs River Park • 231-839-4945 
PO Box 800, Lake City, MI 49651
Facilities: rustic/17 sites.  !
Crooked Lake Park • 231-839-4200 
PO Box 800, Lake City, MI 49651
Facilities: 37, electric/15, 1 rental cabin, toilets, shower, 
sanitation, beach, boat launch.  !,[
Missaukee Lake Park • 231-839-4945 
PO Box 800, Lake City, MI 49651
Facilities: tents & RVs/170 sites; electric/21, water/96, sanitation, 
reservations, beach, boat launch.  !,[
State
Goose Lake • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/54, boat launch.  ![
Hopkins Creek Camp (Equestrian) • 231-824-3591
Facilities: rustic/16, 108 people, reservations. !
Long Lake State Forest Camp/Missaukee • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/20, boat launch.  ![
Reedsburg Dam • 989-275-4622
Facilities: rustic/38, boat launch.  !,[
Spring Lake State Forest Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/32, boat launch.  ![

Osceola County
City
Riverside Park Campground - Evart • 231-734-5901 
315 South River St., Evart, MI 49631
Facilities: tents & RVs/15, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, boat launch, Wi-Fi, playground, shuffleboard, 
basketball, volleyball, fishing platforms.  !,

Campground Directory (continued from page 29) Q



The Northern Camper  23

Rambadt Memorial Park • 231-832-2245 
700 Park St., Reed City, MI 49677
Facilities: tents & RVs/13, electric, water, sanitation, wheelchair 
accessible, playground, horseshoes, pavilion, nature trails.  !,
Veteran’s Memorial Park • 231-667-0100 
226 S. Mill (M-66), Marion, MI 49665
Facilities: tents/12 (rustic), RVs/38 (full hook-up w/sewer 12), 
electric/26, water/26, sanitation, reservations, wheelchair 
accessible, laundry, playground, pavilion rental.  !,
State
Sunrise Lake • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/17, boat launch.  ![
Private
Albright Park Camp • 231-832-9094
3156 190th Ave., Reed City, MI 49677
Facilities: tent & RVs, electric, water, sanitation, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, pool, boat launch, Wi-fi.  !,[
Cadillac Woods • 231-825-2012 
23163 M-115, Tustin, MI 49688
Facilities: tent/20 RVs/24, cabin/6, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible, pool, laundry, store, rec. 
room, mini-golf.  !,

Roscommon County (West)
State
Houghton Lake • 989-275-4622
Facilities: tents & RVs/50, toilets.  !,
North Higgins Lake/East • 989-821-6125  
11747 N. Higgins Lake Dr., Roscommon, MI 48653
Facilities: tents & RVs/82, electric, reservations, wheelchair 
access.  !,
North Higgins Lake/West • 989-821-6125  
11747 N. Higgins Lake Dr., Roscommon, MI 48653
Facilities: tents & RVs/92, cabin, electric, reservations, 
wheelchair access.  !,
South Higgins Lake • 989-821-6374 
106 State Park Dr., Roscommon, MI 48653
Facilities: tents & RVs/400, cabin, electric, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, boat launch, beach.  !,[
Private
Higgins Lake Family Campground • 989-821-6891 
2380 W. Burdell, Roscommon, MI 48653
Facilities: tents & RVs/74, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair accessible, store.  !,
West Houghton Lake Camp • 989-422-5130 
9371 W. Houghton Lake Dr.,  Houghton Lake, MI 48629
Facilities: tents/7, RVs/120, cabins/2, electric/121, water/75, 
sanitation, reservations, wheelchair accessible, store, laundry, 
Wi-Fi, rec room.  !,

Wexford County
State
Baxter Bridge Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/25, boat launch.  ![
Long Lake/Wexford • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/16, boat launch.  ![
Mitchell State Park • 231-775-7911 
6093 E. M-115, Cadillac, MI 49601
Facilities: tents & RVs/221, electric, reservations, beach, boat 
launch.  !,[
Old US-131 Campground • 231-775-9727
Facilities: rustic/25, boat launch.  ![
FeDeraL
Hemlock Campground • 231-723-2211
Facilities: rustic/19.  !
Peterson Bridge • 231-723-2211 
940 S. State, Route 37, Cadillac, MI 49601
Facilities: rustic/30, boat launch.  ![
City
Lake Billings RV Park & Camp • 231-824-6454 
232 E. Elmore St., Manton, MI 49663
Facilities: tents & RVs/48, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, beach, boat launch.
Private
Birchwood Resort & Campground• 231-775-9101 
6545 E. M-115, Cadillac, MI 49601
Facilities: RVs/32, cabins/8, electric, water, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, cable, Wi-Fi/5, docking on Lake Cadillac.  
,[
Chippewa Landing • 231-313-0832 
10420 Chippewa Landing, Manton, MI 49663
Facilities: tents/25 (rustic), RVs, water, reservations, beach, 
store, wooded seperate sites on river.  !,[ SEE PG. 11
Coolwater on the Pine • 231-862-3481 
9424 W. 48 1/2 Rd., Wellston, MI 49689 
Facilities: tents & RVs/65, cabins, electric, water, reservations, 
laundry.  !,
Northern Exposure Campground • 231-885-1199 
285 Manistee River Dr., Mesick, MI 49668
Facilities: tents & RVs/262, cabins/3, electric, water, sanitation, 
reservations, wheelchair access, beach, boat launch, store, Wi-Fi.  
!,[
Pine River Paddlesports Center • 231-862-3471 
9590 M-37 South, Wellston, MI 49689
Facilities: tents/30, RVs/5, cabins/1, water/16, reservations, 
wheelchair accessible, store, disc golf, climbing wall, 
paddlesports, bike rentals.  !,



• Big Rig, Tent, & Pop-up Friendly

• 30 & 50 Amp Sites, Sewer & Cable Available

• Cabin & Cottage Rentals  •  Free Wi-Fi

• Beautiful Reception Hall Rental Facilities

• Camp Store, Heated Pool, Kid’s Activities

• Candy Cannon Tower, Dodge Ball & More!

• Bus Available for River Drop-Off, Tours

• Open Year Round, Groomed X-Country Trails

D i s c o v e r   a l l   “ t h e   R i d g e ”   h a s   t o   o f f e r !

4050 Hammond Rd., Traverse City

231-947-2770 • TimberRidgeResort.net

RV & RECREATION      RESORT

Happy Fall/Winter & Thanks for Another Season!

Reed City Office
231-832-8322

Baldwin Area
231-745-6070

gary@crossroadsrealtymi.com
crossroadsrealtymi.com

Gary Bailey, Sr.
ePro, AS, Broker/Owner

Idlewild – TNC12051953 – $48,900
2 bd, 1 bth cabin on 10 acres for hunting 
and get-a-ways. Runs on generator/pro-
pane; very secluded location. Talk about 
man cave-come by and take a look!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Reed City – TNC11065747 – $49,900
4 bdrm., 2 bath ranch on 1 acre, access to 
lakes, campground, assoc. hall, boating, 
trails to state land. Several new items like 
flooring, kitchen and a fresh coat of paint.

Tustin – TNC12049904 – $94,900
3 bd, 2 bth home with lots of newer items, 
full partially finished walk-out basement, 
8 acres and close to Cadillac.

Reed City – TNC12035760 – $339,000
7 bd, 4.5 bth, large deck, walkout base-
ment, garage, barn, 2 pole barns, 2 ponds, 
fenced, free natural gas for life! Don’t 
hesitate—set up your appointment..

Reed City – TNC10032520 – $437,900
81 acres prime land. 900’ of Lincoln Lake 
frontage, 1000’ of Lincoln Creek, pond, 2 
cabins, barn, garage; 4 bd, 2 bth, ranch; 
fabulous campground or hunting club!.

Chase – TNC902156 – $7,500
Wooded 5 acre parcel close to snowmo-
bile trails & state land. Make this your get 
a way place, hunting camp or build your 
new home. Bring the camper! Residential.

Idlewild – TNC12033127 – $9,500
Wooded 5 acre parcel ready for you 
to build your new home or use as a 
recreation property for hunting. This one 
is priced to sell so don’t miss out!

Reed City – TNC12045601 – $17,500
Secluded wooded lot on Austin Lake. 
Dock is in and ready for you to launch. 
Get away from it all and swim and fish 
the summers away.

NO ADMINISTRATION FEES WHEN YOU LIST WITH US!


